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Podcasting 101 - Overview

• Podcasting: What exactly is it?
• Misconceptions about Podcasts
• What can I Podcast about? 
• Recording a Podcast
• Editing A Podcast
• Getting your Podcast heard



What is a Podcast

• iPod + Broadcasting = Podcasting
• A Podcast is similar to a radio show, 

except it is listened to and delivered on 
the internet

• People can subscribe to your Podcast, 
just like a magazine or an email list, 
except it is anonymous



What’s the Buzz About?

There are currently 90,000 Podcasts on the web

and some 12 percent of Americans say they
have engaged with a Podcast. 

- PEW INTERNET PROJECT SURVEY (Nov. 2006)



What’s the Buzz About?

Podcasting advertising revenues are expected

to nearly quintuple in the five years. That would
mean marketers will spend $400 million dollars

on Podcasts in 2011, which would be only 2% of
spending expected this year in the interactive ad

market.

- eMarketer, MediaWeek - Feb 2007



Misconceptions about Podcasts

• You don’t have to listen to a Podcast on an 
iPod or get it on iTunes. You can link a 
Podcast from your website.

• A Podcast is literally one mp3 file. 

• All you need to play a Podcast is an mp3 
player.  (Windows Media Player, QuickTime, 
iPod, Winamp, etc….)



Why Podcast?

• Put a human face on your business. The 
power of audio can't be underestimated. 

• Podcasts can be tailored so that your 
listeners respond to a specific call to action. 
The call to action might be to register for a 
seminar, webinar, download a white paper, 
request more product information, order a 
product. call your company and speak to a 
sales rep, etc.



Content: Questions to get started

• What’s your Niche?
– What do you know best?
– Topic oriented, small groups of highly targeted listeners 

• Who’s your Audience?
– Give them what they want
– Be the expert resource
– B2B audience wants to get better at what they do.  They 

want to learn.
– Competition is in your audience

• Entertainment or Information?
– Both. Be enthusiastic, provide value.
– Interests of the listener are paramount!



What can I Podcast About?

– Company news for investors and shareholders 

– Communicate new products or services that are available 

– Compliment press releases with a short interview with the most 
qualified relevant professional in your organization 

– Interviews with existing clients to communicate success stories to 
your target market and extend your brand 

– Interviews with thought leaders in your specific market. This can 
position and elevate your brand in the mind of your target market 

– Executive interview format: Interviews with key executives or 
managers that will provide insights for your customers or prospects 

– Speaking engagements, round-tables, white papers, webcasts, 
how-to’s, advanced subjects



Recording a Podcast

M/Audio Microtrack Field Recorder: $399

The MicroTrack is a rugged high-fidelity mobile 2-channel digital recorder that
records WAV and MP3 files to CompactFlash or microdrives—perfect for everything
from professional field recording to corporate meetings, training, & education.
Connect MicroTrack to a PC or Mac via USB and simply drag and drop recordings
to your computer for immediate editing or Web posting. Power derives from a
lithium-ion battery, and the unit can recharge via the computer’s USB connection or
USB poweradapter.  Includes Microphone. 

Sandisk Compact Flash Cards:
– Standard 1GB: $59
– Standard 2GB: $89
– Standard 4GB: $179



Recording a Podcast

Edirol R-09: $399

• 24-bit/48kHz (or 44.1kHz) linear PCM recording 
• Ultra portable, half the size of the R-1 
• Up to 320 kbps MP3 recording 
• Records to SD card 
• Isolated Adaptive Recording Circuit (I.A.R.C.) 
• High-grade stereo condenser microphone built in 
• Mic and Line audio inputs 
• High speed file transfer via USB 2.0 connection to 

computer 
• Easy operation, user-friendly graphic display 
• Time & date stamp 
• Long battery life (4 hour recording with AA alkaline type x 

2) 



Recording a Podcast
M/Audio Podcast Factory: $149.00
• everything you need to create professional-sounding Podcasts 
• professional 24-bit/48kHz audio interface 
• dynamic broadcast microphone with desk stand 
• software for creating complete radio-style productions 
• includes software for recording and editing, adding music and sound effects, 

and Web posting with RSS feed 
• hardware compatible with most other music software
• easy to connect and use



Recording a Podcast
Alesis USB-Mic Podcasting Kit : $99.00
• 16 bit / 44.1-48Khz audio recording direct to your computer

• USB microphone (including USB cable) Desktop microphone stand

• Easy plug-and-play support in Windows and Mac OS X

• High-quality headphones for monitoring your recordings

• Bundled with Audacity software for recording and editing your sessions

• Free hosting of your podcasts - 30 day subscription to alesispodcast.com

• Hassle-free uploading of your podcasts with automatic
rss file embedding

• Automatic notification of your podcast episodes 
to iTunes, 

• Podcast Alley and other podcast groups, 
as well as numerous web search engines



Recording a Podcast



Editing a Podcast

Audacity
Audacity is free, open source software for recording and editing
sounds. It is available for Mac OS X, Microsoft Windows, 
GNU/Linux, and other operating systems. 

Sound Forge Audio Studio
Sound Forge® Audio Studio™ software is everything you need to
produce professional-quality audio on your home computer — no more
renting expensive studio time to get the results you want! Record just
about anything, edit and restore audio, burn your own CDs, create
streaming media, and convert files with lightning speed — all using drag
and-drop actions and simple commands such as cut, copy, and paste.

GarageBand
GarageBand can only be purchased as part of iLife, a suite of
applications (also including iPhoto, iMovie, iDVD, iTunes, and iWeb)
intended to simplify the creation and organization of users' digital
content.  



Getting your Podcast on to iTunes

• Syndicate to iTunes 
– Posting your episode file on a server with 

a publicly accessible URL. 
– Creating an RSS feed (an XML file) that: 

• conforms to the RSS 2.0 specification 
• includes the recommended iTunes RSS tags, 
• contains pointers to your episode. 

– Posting the RSS file on a server. 
– Submitting the URL for your RSS feed to 

iTunes. 



iTunes Business Podcast Center



Podcasting integration Blogs



Where to go to learn more

– en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podcasting

– Podseek.net

– iPodder.org

– Podcast411.com

– Apple.com/itunes/store/podcaststechspecs.html

– PodcastDirectory.com
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